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not know all the extent and powers of the English language.*
In your destination, you will have frequent occasions to speak in public; to Princes and States abroad; to the House of Commons, at home; judge then, whether Eloquence is necessary for you or not; not only common Eloquence, which is rather free from faults, than adorned by beauties; but the highest, the most shining degree of Eloquence. For God's sake, have this object always in your view, and in your thoughts. Tune your tongue early to persuasion; and let no jarring, dissonant accents ever fall from it. Contract an habit of speaking well, upon every occasion, and neglect yourself in no one. Eloquence and good-breeding, alone, with an exceeding small degree of parts and knowledge, will carry a man a great way; with your parts and knowledge, then, how far will they not carry you ? Adieu.
London, December 16, 0 B. 1749.
DEAB BOY,
THIS letter will, I hope, find you safely arrived, and well settled at Rome, after the usual distresses and accidents of a winter journey; which are very proper to teach you patience. Your stay there, I look upon as a very important period of your life; and I do believe, that you will fill it up well. I hope you
* Lord Chesterfield bad inserted in this letter his character of Lord Bolingbroke, which in former editions was printed both here and among his other characters; but the latter seems the more appropriate place.